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Playtexts
Ludics in Contemporary Literature
Warren Motte

“The question that Warren Motte poses
(and answers) is whether or not literature
can proceed at all unless the reader is willing
and able to play. In an age where the dynam-
ics of play and interactivity have become
blurred in the warp-speed technology of an
‘on-line’ conscience, Motte’s meditation
on the ludic spirit in literature and culture
to which we are all subject is somewhat
grounding.”—Michael Harper, World Litera-
ture Today

“This study, influenced by John Juizinga,
who stated that ‘play’ is a primary civiliz-
ing factor, even has a pun in its title. Motte
studies the metaphor of play and games as
a broad component in national cultures as
opposed to its serious counterpart, ‘real
life.” This work presents paradigms for
play with excursions into the creative work
of Nabokov, Calvino, Eco, and others. . . .
Comprehensive notes and bibliography fol-
low a successful avoidance of jargon.”
—A. Hirsh, Choice

“Playtexts forces every critic to reevalu-
ate, to replay usual formulations. To quote
Nabokov: ‘Come on! Play! Invent the
world!””—Irving Malin, Review of Contempo-
rary Fiction
1995. 233 pages.
$50.00 cloth 978-0-8032-3181-8 MOTPLA
On sale for $5.00
STAGES SERIES

Small Worlds

Minimalism in Contemporary
French Literature

Warren Motte

“Warren Motte makes an attractive and
useful case for the subspecies of modern-
ism, minimalism, whose practitioners seem
to mobilize an individualistic assault on
norms, and on unwitting readers too. We
can be grateful for this guidance through the
maze toward the lively rewards that exist
beyond.”—Lee Fahnestock, World Literature
Today

“Motte is a brilliant art critic. He relates
the work of Donald Judd and Carle Andre—
whose ‘fathers’ are Malevich and Duchamp
—to the literature I have mentioned. . . .
Although his first chapter is less than thirty
pages, it says more about ‘lessness’ than any
literary study I have read.”—Irving Malin,
Review of Contemporary Fiction

Small Worlds examines the minimalist
trend in French writing, from the early 1980s
to the present. Motte provides close read-
ings of novels by distinguished contem-
porary French writers, including Edmond
Jabés, Annie Ernaux, Hervé Guibert, Marie
Redonnet, Jean Echenoz, Olivier Targowla,
and Emmanueéle Bernheim, demonstrating
that however diverse their work may other-
wise be, they have all exploited the principle
of formal economy in their writing.
1999. 213 pages.
$50.00 cloth 978-0-8032-3202-0 MOTSMA
On sale for $5.00
STAGES SERIES

For more information about each book, please visit www.nebraskapress.unl.edu



ORDER FORM

University of Nebraska Press E-mail: customerservice@longleafservices.org
c/o Longleaf Services, Inc. Online: www.nebraskapress.unl.edu

PO BOX 8895 Order toll free: 800-848-6224

Chapel Hill, NCc 27515-8895 Order by fax: 800-272-6817

Prices are subject to change without notice. Individuals must prepay.

Qty Author Title Price
Shipping charges are $6.00 for the Books total
first book and $1.00 for each additional
book. For international orders, please Shipping charge
add $10.00 for the first book and $4.50
for each additional book. Nc residents, add sales tax
Total

Payment method [ Checkenclosed [ ] Discover [ ] Visa [ ] MasterCard [ ] Am Ex

Account # Expiration Date

Signature Ccvv #

Ship to

Name

Address

City/State Zip

Daytime phone (in case of questions)

E-mail address

[] Iwould like to join UNP’s opt-in e-mail list for new book announcements and special offers.
(We will not share your e-mail address with any other company)

Text Adoption and Examination Copy Policy

If you wish to examine paperback editions of our books for possible course use, please
make your request in writing on school letterhead, indicating the course for which the
book is being considered (undergraduate or graduate), the projected enrollment, the
semester the course will be taught, and a detailed address, phone number, and e-mail
address where we can reach you with questions. A $6.00 fee per book must accompany
every request. If a book is adopted for your course the examination copy will become
your desk copy. Please do not request more than three examination copies per six-month
period. Clothbound editions are not available for examination. Examination copies may =
not be returned for credit. bisonbooks.com
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