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A confession: for almost two decades I hated baseball (well, not exactly 
hated, more like couldn’t care less). The game—in the Bigs, at least—was 
virtually unrecognizable to me, what with the “errors” that are astronom-
ical salaries, cookie-cutter stadiums, and free agency. Take, for example, 
the designated hitter rule: it is, frankly, a sin, venial at a minimum. If 
you’re a ballplayer, friends, then pick up the lumber and go to work with 
the rest of the fellows in sanitaries. And while you’re at it, take George 
Steinbrenner, the Daddy Warbucks of the sport. How the devil are my 
Cleveland Indians going to compete against a swashbuckler who’s got the 
keys to Fort Knox? And, please, don’t get me started on steroids, hgh,
Astroturf, indoor baseball, night games, or the ameliorating properties 
of flaxseed oil.

Indeed, for those two decades, baseball was either boring or plain 
exasperating. The same teams won. The rich got richer, the poor got old. 
Owners blackmailed cities for “better” stadiums and tax deals and lease 
arrangements and zoning and whatever else greased the wheel on the 
Bentley. Players became loyal only to their wallets. Strikes and lockouts; 
lockouts and strikes. Fans paid through the keister for seats and eats, nev-
er mind the party favors that pass for souvenirs nowadays. Parking was 

Following a game, a storybook little old lady confronts Jon Kruk, 
then the first baseman for the Phillies, outside the stadium. He’s 
smoking a cigarette.

“Shame on you,” she scolds. “You’re an athlete. You shouldn’t 
be smoking!”

“Ma’am,” the notoriously impolitic Kruk begins, “I ain’t an 
athlete. I’m a ballplayer.”
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Forewordxii

always in another area code. You couldn’t smoke, throw a beverage or 
two, bang the chairs to “Let’s go, RiCo!” or pull off your shirt and write 
anything more offensive than “Marry me, Sweet Cheeks” in Marksalot 
between your nipples. tv broadcasts turned into endless, ear-splitting 
beer commercials interrupted every seven minutes by a pitch or two. 
Lordy, the umpires got in shape (remember Augie Donatelli?). Girls—
comely, lithe, and too damn wholesome for a game that used to have so 
much spit in it—took up residence on the foul lines. “Take Me Out to 
the Ballgame” gave way to “We Are the Champions.” The season grew 
longer—snowfall to snowfall almost. Playoffs expanded. Roseanne Barr 
butchered the National Anthem (attention, would-be singers: if you’re 
not Rocco Scotti, don’t bother). The poobahs from the league’s politburo 
banned Charlie Hustle for, golly, gambling. Mascots became the spawn 
of Satan. And what’s with the Spandex that now passes for a uniform? 
And put down that stovepipe, Bunky, bats are made of wood, period. 
And, please, ixnay on T-ball. You’re supposed to hit the danged thing in 
motion, for crying out loud.

Maybe, for the decades in question, I was just grumpy, my own days 
on the diamond long behind me. I’d played Little League, American 
Legion, aau, Pony League—a centerfielder with great speed, great glove, 
and enough prowess at the plate to impress the current girlfriend; after 
college, I took up the delights unique to fast-pitch softball—still in 
center field, still looking over my shoulder for the video camera; a few 
years into my first job as an assistant professor at Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland, I joined the slow-pitch leagues of the Jewish 
Community Center (gentiles welcome!) in the eastern suburbs—yeah, 
again in the outfield but with an attenuated attention span. And then, 
one dark day in Mudville, I was not playing any form of ball anymore. 
Worse yet, the Indians couldn’t beat a drum, much less a club of grown-
ups. Joe Charboneau, our one-season wonder, had disappeared into a bar 
in Buffalo. And, sadly, yours truly was on his way to Columbus to reck-
on with the nearly professional sports offered by Ohio State University. 
I had become John Wayne without a desperado to shoot, Gertrude with-
out Heathcliff, Hekyll without Jekyll—just a guy (think: Nixon, semi-
blotto), wandering around talking to the walls and weeping at the sight 
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Lee K. Abbott xiii

of his Caesar Cedeno memorabilia (baseball cards and bat: when I have 
a hero to worship, I worship the dickens out of him [or her: see the pine 
cone stolen from Emily Dickinson’s house; see the pillowcase snatched 
from the clothesline of Eudora Welty]).

But in the last two years, your humble author has found religion afresh, 
or the nine-inning version of transcendence. I have, in a phrase, been born 
again, now as obnoxious a nut on the subject as Rummy is on the sub-
ject of the army we “don’t” have. I owe my newfound faith to two devel-
opments: the publication of Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair 
Game by Michael Lewis in ; and the triumph of the Red Sox over the 
Moloch of Manhattan, the New York Yankees. Both, in brief, have given 
me belief that the next time mighty Casey hunkers at the plate, he may 
whack the potato into the cheap seats above the sign for Ford trucks.

The book is two things, really—a biography/profile of Billy Beane, the 
scrappy general manager of the Oakland Athletics, and a recipe for suc-
cess in baseball courtesy of sabermetrics, the analysis of the numbers the 
game itself produces, from the base on balls to the sacrifice bunt, from the 
stolen base to hitting into the double play. In effect, the book addresses 
the following question: How can a team with the second lowest payroll 
in the game challenge for the world championship? The answer is as sur-
prising as it is daring: you find and field a team composed of players that, 
gulp, nobody else wants—players, it turns out, who produce the sort of 
numbers no one in old-time management has the patience or the inter-
est to evaluate: the lard butts and putative slug-a-beds, those with sup-
posedly rubber arms and wandering eyes, the coolie toiling well out of 
the limelight. What, for example, is the value of a player who just doesn’t 
strike out? How do you capitalize on a player who walks? The book is a 
doozy of a read, stylish and startling, a story of numbers and people that 
is as compelling a yarn as the first time David sent chin music upside 
the head of Goliath.

The Red Sox victory, of course, needs no further description. A four-
game sweep of the Bronx Bombers was as sweet an angel full of pie. 
Sure, as I write, the team as we knew it is already busting apart: Pedro 
“Who’s Your Daddy?” Martinez has, alas, gone over to the dark side; 
Schilling may start next season on the IR; money’s tight, the salary cap 
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even tighter. Still, what remains, for the fan, is hope. If the BoSox can 
do it, maybe my Tribe can. Or any other roster full of folks, like writers 
themselves, brave enough to believe that cleverness and anonymity can 
trump washboard abs and gargantuan payrolls. Indeed, I think writers, 
innocent-minded and always eager for a happy ending (like Jon Kruk, 
yes?), have been drawn to baseball because it is most like the work they 
do between the foul lines that are their margins—timeless and ritualis-
tic, unpredictable and balanced, deliberate and heartening, disappoint-
ing and impossible.

Forewordxiv
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. The piece included here, “Begotten, Not Made,” is an excerpt from 
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grew up he would settle in one place and live there the rest of his life. 
When wanderlust hits you early, however, it leaves a permanent mark. 
He has spent the majority of his life roaming around the country, stop-
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most recent books are the novels Disability (fc , ) and Homeland
(Red Hen Press, ), and a memoir titled Indigenous: Growing Up Cali-
fornian (City Lights, ). Among her other notable titles are Dog People
(Coffee House Press,  and ) and Your Name Here:___ (Coffee 
House Press, ), plus the critically acclaimed Is It Sexual Harassment 
Yet? (fc , ). She was coeditor of Chick-Lit: Postfeminist Fiction (fc ,

), Chick-Lit  (No Chick Vics) (fc , ), and other anthologies of 
women’s fiction, and was a recipient of an nea fellowship. In spring 

 Mazza was the cover feature in Poets & Writers Magazine, and in 
December Poets & Writers published her essay “Chick-Lit and the 
Perversion of a Genre.”

Kyle Minor was born in West Palm Beach, Florida, and lives in Columbus, 
Ohio. His work has appeared widely in literary magazines including 
Quarterly West, Carolina Quarterly, River Teeth, Antioch Review, and 
Mid American Review. Minor’s stories and essays have won several liter-
ary awards, most recently from Atlantic Monthly. He is a regular book re-
viewer for the Columbus Dispatch and editor of the Frostproof Review. He 
teaches fiction writing and composition at The Ohio State University.

Dan O’Neill was born January , . He was named by dedicated St. 
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Louis Browns fan Larry O’Neill after former Browns manager Daniel 
Phillip Howley ( – ). Having graduated with a bachelor of journal-
ism in , O’Neill initially worked as sports editor of the Tri-County 
Journal in Pacific, Missouri, where he wrote, photographed, designed, 
pasted, and prayed over a weekly sports section. O’Neill was hired by 
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch in February  after a successful tryout 
covering a dirt track auto race. His career highlights include lunch with 
Stan Musial, spring training chat sessions with Whitey Herzog, and be-
ing one of only two people he’s aware of to witness the nd homer of 
both Mark McGwire and Sammy Sosa.

Susan Perabo is writer in residence and associate professor of English 
at Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania. Her story collection, 
Who I Was Supposed to Be ( ), was named a Book of the Year by the 
Los Angeles Times, Miami Herald, and St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Perabo’s 
first novel, The Broken Places, was published in . Her nonfiction has 
recently appeared in several magazines and anthologies, and she is cur-
rently at work on a new collection of short stories. She holds a master of 
fine arts degree from the University of Arkansas–Fayetteville.

Rachael Perry’s first collection of stories, How to Fly (Carnegie Mellon 
University Press, ), doesn’t have any pop flies, sacrifice flies, infield 
flies, or fly-outs, but she hopes you’ll like it anyway. She lives and writes 
in South Lyon, Michigan, where she tirelessly cheers on the Tigers and 
holds her breath for another pennant.

Kurt Rheinheimer’s short story collection, Little Criminals (Eastern 
Washington University Press, ), includes two baseball stories. His 
fiction and essays have appeared in many magazines and newspapers, 
including Redbook, Glimmer Train, the Baltimore Sun, and others. He 
lives with his wife, Gail, in Roanoke, Virginia, where he is editor-in-
chief of the glossy regional Blue Ridge Country.

Louis D. Rubin Jr., a native of Charleston, South Carolina, is University 
Distinguished Professor of English Emeritus of the University of North 
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Carolina–Chapel Hill. He retired from teaching in  and as editorial 
director and publisher of Algonquin Books in . Among his books is 
The Quotable Baseball Fanatic ( ).

Luke Salisbury is a professor of English at Bunker Hill Community 
College in Boston. He is the author of The Answer Is Baseball (Times 
Books), which the Chicago Tribune called the best baseball book of ,
and a novel, The Cleveland Indian (Smith), which was nominated for 
the Casey Award in , and Blue Eden (Smith, ), a novel in three 
stories. Mr. Salisbury contributed to Red Sox Century: One Hundred 
Years of Red Sox Baseball, Baseball & the Game of Life, Ted Williams: 
A Portrait in Words and Pictures, DiMaggio: An Illustrated Life, and 
Jackie Robinson: Between the Baselines. His work has appeared in the 
Boston Globe, Ploughshares, Stories Magazine, Pulpsmith, Confronta-
tion, Fan, Elysian Fields, Spitball, and Nine. Mr. Salisbury attended the 
Hun School, New College, and received an ma in creative writing from 
Boston University. His novel Hollywood and Sunset (Shambling Gate 
Press, ) was a finalist for a Ben Franklin, a Foreword Magazine, and 
an ippy award.

Floyd Skloot’s memoir, In the Shadow of Memory, won the pen 
Center U.S.A. Literary Award. The sequel, A World of Light, appeared 
in . Skloot’s essays have been included in The Best American Essays,
The Pushcart Prize anthology, The Best American Science Writing, and 
The Art of the Essay. He lives in Portland, Oregon.

Tom Stanton has been a journalist for twenty-seven years and a Detroit 
Tigers fan for ten more. He has authored three baseball books: Hank 
Aaron and the Home Run That Changed America (HarperCollins, ), 
The Road to Cooperstown (St. Martin’s Press, ), and The Final 
Season (St. Martin’s Press, ), which won the Casey Award for the 
best baseball book of the year. A fourth book, Ty & Babe, will be re-
leased in  by St. Martin’s Press. He is also editor of The Detroit 
Tigers Reader (University of Michigan Press, ). He can be reached 
at http://www.tomstanton.com.

Contributors
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Michael Steinberg has written, cowritten, and edited five books and a 
stage play. In addition, his essays and memoirs have appeared in many 
literary journals and anthologies. Steinberg’s last book, Still Pitching,
was chosen by Foreword Magazine as the  Independent Press Mem-
oir of the Year. He is also the founding editor of the journal Fourth 
Genre: Explorations in Nonfiction. The fourth edition of his coedited 
anthology, The Fourth Genre: Contemporary Writers of/on Creative 
Nonfiction (with Robert Root), is forthcoming in .

Tim D. Stone’s articles on business, baseball, or German unification 
have appeared in the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Economist,
Baltimore Sun, and San Francisco Chronicle. He is writing a novel set in 
Berlin between German unification and the first Gulf War. He lives in 
San Rafael, California, with his wife and son.

Robert Vivian’s first book was Cold Snap as Yearning (University of 
Nebraska Press, ). His first novel, The Mover of Bones, will be pub-
lished in fall  (University of Nebraska Press). His poems, essays, 
stories, and plays have been published in over fifty journals, and many 
of his plays have been produced in New York City. A long time ago he 
was an All-State center fielder in Nebraska. He teaches creative writing 
at Alma College in Michigan.

Contributors
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