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Translator’s Introduction 

;ZmWhZ�8Wnj[h 

J^[h[� _ i � [l[ho� h[Wied� to believe that if Jules Verne had lived an­
other year he would have made substantial corrections to the manuscript 
of J^[�=ebZ[d�LebYWde. If he had reread the book carefully, he would 
surely have spotted the blanks, the spelling errors (some perhaps caused 
by a misreading of his handwriting), and the mistakes in chronology and 
geography that are to be found throughout the manuscript. 
)N�THIS�TRANSLATION��BLANKS�HAVE�BEEN�lLLED�IN�AND�ERRORS�IN�GEOGRAPHY� 

and spelling corrected as far as possible, some by the editor of this edition 
and some by the translator. 

The most useful source for verifying the spelling of names and iden­
tifying individuals has been AbedZ_a[0� J^[� B_\[� WdZ� :[Wj^� e\� j^[� BWij� 
=h[Wj� =ebZ� Hki^ by the late Pierre Berton (McClelland and Stewart: 
Toronto, '/,)). “Wallace’s Map of the Klondike and Indian River Gold 
&IELDS�v�DATED�&EBRUARY�'("�'./., and reprinted in '/,(, was also a valu­
able source of information. Other useful works included J^[�9WdWZ_Wd� 
;dYoYbef[Z_W and J^[�En\ehZ�9ecfWd_ed�je�9WdWZ_Wd�>_ijeho, edited by 
Gerald Halowell. 

Verne used various units of measurement and currency in this novel: 
kilometers, leagues, miles, hectares, francs, sous, piaster, and dollars. 
These have all been converted to English units. A kilometer is equal 
TO�ABOUT�lVE
EIGHTHS�OF�A�MILE��!�LEAGUE�IS�EQUAL�TO�FOUR�KILOMETERS��OR� 
about two and a half miles. A hectare is equal to two and a half acres. 
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A franc at that time was worth about twenty cents, and a sou was the 
equivalent of a cent. A piaster was the same as a dollar, and the word is 
still in common use in colloquial speech in Quebec. 

I have been fortunate to have the constant support and advice of my 
WIFE��"ARBARA��WHO�READ�EVERY�CHAPTER�AS�)�lNISHED�IT�AND�GAVE�ME�THE� 
BENElT�OF�HER�KEEN�SENSE�OF�READABLE�%NGLISH�PROSE�STYLE��3HE�IS�NOT�RE­
sponsible, however, for any errors or shortcomings. 

xvi 
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'

An Uncle’s Legacy 

Ed�cWhY^� ', " � in the antepenultimate year of this century, the letter 
carrier whose route included Jacques Cartier Street in Montreal delivered 
a letter addressed to Mr. Summy Skim, at house number twenty-nine.1 

The letter read: “Mr. Snubbin, notary public, presents his compliments 
TO�-R��3UMMY�3KIM�AND�REQUESTS�THAT�HE�CALL�AT�HIS�OFlCE�WITHOUT�DELAY� 
CONCERNING�A�MATTER�OF�INTEREST�TO�HIM�v 
7HAT�DID�THE�NOTARY�WANT�TO�SEE�-R��3KIM�ABOUT��,IKE�EVERYONE�IN� 

Montreal, Skim knew Mr. Snubbin, a very competent man, a reliable 
and prudent counselor. A Canadian by birth, he was head of the best law 
lRM�IN�THE�CITY�THE�ONE�HEADED�SIXTY�YEARS�EARLIER�BY�THE�FAMOUS�-ASTER� 
Nick, or Nicolas Sagamore, of Huron origin, whose patriotic fervor had 
led him to play a role in the dreadful Morgaz affair, which created a con­
siderable stir about '.)-.* 

Skim was somewhat surprised to receive a letter from Mr. Snubbin, 
with whom he had no dealings at the time. However, he accepted the 
invitation that had been offered. Half an hour later he was at Bonsecours 
-ARKET�3QUARE��BEING�USHERED� INTO� THE�OFlCE�WHERE�-R��3NUBBIN�WAS� 
waiting for him. 
h!�VERY�GOOD�DAY�TO�YOU��-R��3KIM�v�SAID� THE�NOTARY��GETTING�TO�HIS� 
FEET��h-AY�)�PRESENT�MY�RESPECTS�v 

*This touching tragedy is the subject of a novel entitled <Wc_bo�m_j^ekj�W�DWc[, in the series ;njhW# 
ehZ_dWho�LeoW][i. 
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h!ND�THE�SAME�TO�YOU�v�REPLIED�3KIM��TAKING�A�SEAT�NEAR�THE�TABLE� 
h9OU�ARE�THE�lRST�TO�ARRIVE��-R��3KIM�v 
h4HE�lRST��-R��3NUBBIN��(AVE�YOU�INVITED�SEVERAL�PEOPLE�TO�YOUR�OF­
lCE��THEN�v 
h4WO�v�REPLIED�THE�NOTARY��h-R��"EN�2ADDLE��YOUR�COUSIN��SHOULD�HAVE� 
RECEIVED�A�LETTER��AS�YOU�DID��INVITING�HIM�TO�COME�v 

“You should say ‘will receive,’ instead of ‘should have received,’ be-
CAUSE�"EN�2ADDLE�IS�NOT�IN�-ONTREAL�AT�THE�MOMENT�v 
h7ILL�HE�BE�BACK�SOON�v 
h)N�THREE�OR�FOUR�DAYS�v 
h)�AM�SORRY�TO�HEAR�THAT�v 
h7HAT�YOU�HAVE�TO�TELL�US�IS�URGENT��THEN�v 
h)N�A�WAY��YES�v�REPLIED�THE�NOTARY��h"UT�)�WILL�GIVE�YOU�THE�DETAILS��AND� 

perhaps you will be kind enough, as soon as Mr. Raddle is back, to pass 
ON�TO�HIM�THE�INFORMATION�)�AM�INSTRUCTED�TO�GIVE�YOU�v 
4HE� NOTARY� PUT� ON� HIS� GLASSES�� SHUFmED� A� FEW� PAPERS� LYING� ON� THE� 

table, and took a letter out of its envelope. Before reading it, he said, “Mr. 
2ADDLE�AND�YOU��-R��3KIM��ARE�THE�NEPHEWS�OF�-R��*OSIAS�,ACOSTE������v 

“That’s right. My mother and Ben Raddle’s mother were his sisters, 
but they died seven or eight years ago, and since then we’ve lost all con­
tact with our uncle. He had left Canada and gone to Europe by that time. 
Some important issues had kept us apart. We’ve never heard from him 
SINCE��AND�WE�HAVE�NO�IDEA�WHAT�HAS�BECOME�OF�HIM�v 
h7ELL�v�REPLIED�3NUBBIN��h)�HAVE�JUST�RECEIVED�WORD�OF�HIS�DEATH��IN�A� 

letter dated February (+�v 
Although all contact between Josias Lacoste and his family had long 

since ended, this information had a profound effect on Summy Skim. 
Since he and his cousin had lost both their parents and since each was an 
ONLY�CHILD��THEY�HAD�NO�IMMEDIATE�FAMILY�BUT�EACH�OTHER��AND�THEIR�lRM� 
friendship made this relationship all the closer. He lowered his head and 
HIS�EYES�lLLED�WITH�TEARS�AS�HE�REALIZED�THAT��OF�THE�ENTIRE�FAMILY��ONLY�HE� 
and Ben Raddle were left. They had, of course, made several attempts 
TO�lND�OUT�WHAT�HAD�BECOME�OF�THEIR�UNCLE��AND�THEY�REGRETTED�THE�FACT� 

*


Click here to buy the book

ecorwin1
Underline

http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/The-Golden-Volcano,673387.aspx


Wd�kdYb[¼i �b[]WYo  

Copyrighted Material The Golden Volcano
The First English Translation of Verne's Original Manuscript

by Jules Verne, Translated and edited by Edward Baxter 

that he had broken off all contact with them. Perhaps they were even 
hoping they might meet again some time, and now death had shattered 
that hope. 

Besides, Josias Lacoste had always been rather uncommunicative 
by nature, and of a very adventurous temperament. It was now some 
twenty years since he had left Canada to make his fortune in the world. 
He was unmarried and had a small inheritance, which he had hoped to 
BUILD�UP�THROUGH�SPECULATION��(AD�THAT�HOPE�BEEN�FULlLLED��7AS�IT�NOT� 
more likely, with his well-known penchant for taking enormous risks, 
THAT�HE�HAD�BEEN�RUINED��7OULD�HIS�NEPHEWS��HIS�ONLY�HEIRS��RECEIVE�A� 
FEW�SCRAPS�FROM�HIS�INHERITANCE��)T�IS�ONLY�FAIR�TO�SAY�THAT�3UMMY�3KIM� 
and Ben Raddle had never thought about that, and with his passing, it 
seemed unlikely that they would think about it now in their grief at the 
loss of their last relative. 

Snubbin left his client to his thoughts and waited to be asked a few 
questions, which he was prepared to answer. He was well aware of this 
FAMILY�S�SITUATION�AND�OF� THE�lNE�REPUTATION�THEY�ENJOYED�IN�-ONTREAL�� 
He knew that, with the death of Josias Lacoste, Summy Skim and Ben 
Raddle were the last remaining members of the family. And since the 
GOVERNOR�OF�THE�+LONDIKE�HAD�NOTIlED�HIM�OF�THE�DEATH�OF�THE�PROSPECTOR� 
who owned Claim '(/ on the Fortymile River,2 he had invited the two 
COUSINS�TO�COME�TO�HIS�OFlCE�AND�lND�OUT�WHAT�RIGHTS�THEY�HAD�INHERITED� 
from the deceased. 
h-R��3NUBBIN�v�ASKED�3KIM��hWAS�IT�ON�THE�SEVENTEENTH�OF�&EBRUARY� 
THAT�OUR�UNCLE�DIED�v 
h4HE�SEVENTEENTH�OF�&EBRUARY��-R��3KIM�v 
h4HAT�S�TWENTY
NINE�DAYS�AGO�NOW�v 
h4WENTY
NINE��YES��4HAT�S�HOW�LONG�IT�TOOK�THE�NEWS�TO�REACH�ME�v 
“Was our uncle off somewhere in Europe, then, in some distant 
LAND�v�CONTINUED�3KIM��CONVINCED�THAT�*OSIAS�,ACOSTE�HAD�NEVER�SET�FOOT� 
in North America since he left. 
h/H� NO�v� REPLIED� THE� NOTARY�� HOLDING� OUT� A� LETTER� BEARING� #ANADIAN� 

stamps. 
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h3O�v�SAID�3KIM��hHE�WAS�IN�#ANADA�AND�WE�DIDN�T�KNOW�ABOUT�IT�v 
“Yes, in Canada. But in the most remote part of the Dominion, near 

the border between our country and the American territory of Alaska. 
)T�S�A�REGION�WITH�WHICH�COMMUNICATION�IS�SLOW�AND�DIFlCULT�v 
h9OU�RE�REFERRING�TO�THE�+LONDIKE��)�PRESUME��-R��3NUBBIN�v 
“Yes, the Klondike, where your uncle went to live about ten months 
AGO�v 
h4EN�MONTHS�v�REPEATED�3KIM��hAND�IT�DIDN�T�EVEN�OCCUR�TO�HIM�AS�HE� 

was crossing the continent on his way to that mining region to come to 
Montreal and shake hands with his nephews. It would have been our last 
OPPORTUNITY�TO�SEE�HIMåv 

Summy Skim was deeply affected by that thought. 
h7HAT�WOULD�YOU�EXPECT�v�REPLIED�THE�NOTARY��h-R��,ACOSTE�WAS�PROB­

ably in a hurry to get to the Klondike, like so many thousands of others— 
sick people, I call them, infected with that gold fever that has claimed so 
many victims and will continue to claim many more! The new placers 
have been invaded from every corner of the world. After Australia, there 
was California, after California, the Transvaal, after the Transvaal, the 
Klondike, and after the Klondike there will be other gold-bearing re­
gions, and so it will go on until Judgment Day—I mean until the last 
DEPOSIT�HAS�BEEN�EXHAUSTED�v 

Then Snubbin revealed the information contained in the governor’s 
letter. It was, in fact, early in './- when Josias Lacoste had set foot in 
Dawson City, the capital of the Klondike,3 armed with the obligatory 
prospecting equipment. Since July of './,, when gold had been discov­
ered in Gold Bottom Creek, a tributary of Hunker Creek,4 the Klondike 
region had been attracting attention. The following year Lacoste came 
TO�THE�GOLD�lELDS��TO�WHICH�SO�MANY�MINERS�WERE�ALREADY�STREAMING��(E� 
wanted to use the little money he had left to buy a claim, never doubting 
that he would make a fortune. After doing his research, he purchased 
Claim '(/, located on the Fortymile River, a tributary of the Yukon, the 
great Canadian-Alaskan waterway. 
h)T�SEEMS�v�3NUBBIN�CONTINUED��hTHAT�THIS�CLAIM�HAD�NOT�YET�PRODUCED� 

,
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AS�MUCH�PROlT�AS�-R��,ACOSTE�EXPECTED��(OWEVER��IT�DID�NOT�APPEAR�TO�BE� 
exhausted, and perhaps your uncle might have had as much success with 
it as he hoped. But there are so many dangers threatening the unfortu­
nate immigrants in that far-off region,5 the terrible winter cold, diseases 
of epidemic proportions, the privations to which so many unfortunates 
SUCCUMBå�3O�MANY�OF�THEM�COME�BACK�POORER�THAN�WHEN�THEY�LEFTåv 
h#OULD� IT� HAVE� BEEN� THESE� PRIVATIONS� THAT� KILLED� OUR� UNCLE�v� ASKED� 

Summy Skim. 
h.O�v�REPLIED�THE�NOTARY��hTHE�LETTER�DOES�NOT�INDICATE�THAT�HE�WAS�RE ­

duced to that extremity. He succumbed to typhus, which is so terrible 
in that climate and which claims so many victims. As soon as he was 
infected with the disease, Mr. Lacoste left his claim and went back to 
Dawson City, where he died. Since he was known to have come from 
Montreal, news of his passing was sent to me, so that I could notify the 
FAMILY�v 

Summy Skim was lost in thought, pondering the situation in which 
this relative of his might have found himself in the course of what was 
PROBABLY�AN�UNPROlTABLE�OPERATION��(AD�HE�PERHAPS�USED�UP�THE�LAST�OF� 
his resources after buying the claim at an exorbitant price as so many im-
PRUDENT�PROSPECTORS�DID��(AD�HE�DIED�PENNILESS��STILL�OWING�MONEY�TO�THE� 
WORKERS�HE�HAD�HIRED��!LL�THESE�THOUGHTS�WENT�THROUGH�3KIM�S�MIND� 
h-R��3NUBBIN�v�HE�SAID��hIT�S�POSSIBLE�THAT�OUR�UNCLE�WAS�HEAVILY�IN�DEBT� 

when he died. Well—and I guarantee that my cousin Raddle will back 
me up in this—we’ll never let the name of Lacoste default in its obliga-
TIONS��)T�WAS�OUR�MOTHERS��NAME��AND�IF�THERE�ARE�SACRIlCES�TO�BE�MADE�� 
we won’t hesitate to make them. As soon as possible, we must take in-
VENTORY������v 
h!LL� RIGHTå�,ET�ME� STOP�YOU� THERE��MY�DEAR� SIR�v� REPLIED� THE�NOTARY�� 

“Knowing you as I do, I’m not surprised to hear you say that. But I don’t 
THINK� THERE� IS�ANY�REASON� TO�ANTICIPATE� THE� SACRIlCES�YOU�MENTION�� )T� IS� 
very likely that your uncle died without making his fortune, but we must 
not forget that he was the owner of a claim on the Fortymile River, and 
the value of that property may be enough to meet every need. Now this 

-
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property belongs jointly to you and your cousin Ben Raddle, since you 
ARE�-R��,ACOSTE�S�NEXT�OF�KIN�AND�HAVE�A�LEGAL�CLAIM�TO�HIS�ESTATE�v 

Snubbin acknowledged, however, that they would have to proceed 
with some degree of caution. The inheritance could not be transferred 
until any outstanding debts had been settled. A statement of assets and 
liabilities would be drawn up, after which the heirs would make a deci­
sion concerning the estate. 
h)�WILL� LOOK�AFTER�THIS�MATTER��-R��3KIM�v�HE�ADDED��hAND�OBTAIN�THE� 
MOST�RELIABLE�INFORMATION�AVAILABLE��!FTER�ALL��WHO�KNOWS��!�CLAIM�IS�A� 
claim! It may have produced little or nothing so far, but we don’t know 
THAT�YET��/NE�LUCKY�BLOW�WITH�THE�PICK�IS�ALL�IT�TAKES�TO�lLL�YOUR�POCKETS�� 
AS�THE�PROSPECTORS�SAY�v 

“I agree, Mr. Snubbin, and if our uncle’s claim is of any value, we’ll be 
ANXIOUS�TO�GET�THE�BEST�PRICE�WE�CAN�FOR�IT�v 
h.O�DOUBT��BUT�DOES�YOUR�COUSIN�SHARE�THAT�VIEW�v 
“I should hope so. I don’t think it would ever occur to Ben to work the 
CLAIM�HIMSELF�v 
h7HO� KNOWS�� -R�� 3KIM�� -R�� 2ADDLE� IS� AN� ENGINEER�� (E� MIGHT� BE� 

tempted. What if he were he to learn, for instance, that your uncle’s 
CLAIM�IS�LOCATED�ON�A�GOOD�VEIN�v 
h)�ASSURE�YOU��-R��3NUBBIN��HE�WILL�DElNITELY�NOT�GO�OUT�TO�SEE�ITå�)N� 

any case, he’s supposed to be coming back to Montreal in a few days. 
We’ll discuss the matter, and then we’ll ask you to proceed, either to sell 
the claim on the Fortymile River to the highest bidder or, as I fear may 
possibly be the case, to arrange to honor our uncle’s obligations, if it turns 
OUT�THAT�HE�WENT�INTO�DEBT�WITH�THIS�OPERATION�v 
7HEN�THE�CONVERSATION�WAS�lNISHED��3KIM�TOOK�HIS�LEAVE�OF�THE�NO ­

tary, promising to come back in two or three days, and returned to the 
house on Jacques Cartier Street where he and his cousin lived. 

Summy Skim was the son of an English father and a French Canadian 
mother. This old family traced its ancestry back to the time of the con­
quest of '-+/. They had settled in the Montreal district of Lower Canada, 
where their principal fortune consisted of an income property that in-
CLUDED�WOODS��ARABLE�lELDS��AND�GRASSLAND� 
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Summy Skim was thirty-two years old, above-average height, with 
pleasant features, deep blue eyes, a blond beard, and the sturdy build 
of man accustomed to outdoor life. He was the typical friendly French 
Canadian, like his mother before him. On his property in that favored 
part of the Dominion, he led the enviable life of the gentleman farmer, 
FREE�FROM�CARES�AND�AMBITIONS��(IS�FORTUNE��WHILE�NOT�LARGE��WAS�SUFlCIENT� 
to enable him to satisfy his modest tastes, and he had never wanted or 
needed to add to it. He was able to indulge his love of hunting in the vast 
OPEN�SPACES�OF� THE�REGION�OR� IN� THE�GAME
lLLED�FORESTS� THAT�COVERED�THE� 
GREATER�PART�OF�IT��(E�PURSUED�HIS�PASSION�FOR�lSHING�IN�THE�WHOLE�NETWORK� 
OF�RIVERS�AND�STREAMS�mOWING�INTO�THE�3T��,AWRENCE�2IVER��NOT�TO�MENTION� 
the many broad lakes to be found in the northern part of the continent. 

The house owned by the two cousins, while not luxurious, was com­
fortable. It was located in one of the quietest neighborhoods of Montreal, 
away from the industrial and commercial center of the city. There they 
spent the harsh Canadian winters (although the country is at the same 
latitude as southern Europe), impatiently awaiting the return of sum-
MER��"UT�THE�lERCE�WINDS��UNHINDERED�BY�ANY�MOUNTAIN�RANGE��AND�THE� 
squalls that brought freezing arctic air raged unchecked and with ex­
traordinary violence. 

As the capital of the country since '.*), Montreal might have offered 
Summy Skim an opportunity to participate in public affairs,6 but he was 
very independent by nature, seldom mingled with the high society of gov-
ERNMENT�OFlCIALS��AND�HAD�A�DEATHLY�FEAR�OF�POLITICS��"ESIDES��HE�WAS�QUITE� 
willing to accept British sovereignty, which was more apparent than real. 
He had never supported any of the parties that divide the Dominion* 
AND�SCORNED�THE�WORLD�OF�OFlCIALDOM�7 He was, in short, a philosopher 
who liked to take life as it came, with no ambition whatsoever. 

In his opinion, any change that might occur in his life could only bring 
trouble, worries, and a loss of material well-being. 

It is not hard to see why this philosopher had never given any thought 

*Dominion is the name of Canada. 
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to marriage and was not thinking about it now, although he had passed 
his thirty-second birthday. Perhaps, if he had not lost his mother, he 
would have provided her with a daughter-in-law just to please her— 
for mothers, as we know, love to perpetuate themselves in their grand­
children. If he had married, there is no doubt whatever that his wife 
would have shared his tastes. Somewhere among the many Canadian 
families that often have more than two dozen children, a suitable heir­
ess would have been found either in town or in the countryside, and 
THE�UNION�WOULD�HAVE�BEEN�A�HAPPY�ONE��"UT�IT�WAS�NOW�lVE�YEARS�SINCE� 
Madame Skim had died, three years after her husband, and while she 
had long been thinking about a marriage for her son, the son himself had 
not given it much thought. In all likelihood, now that his mother was no 
longer there, the possibility of matrimony would never enter his mind. 

As soon as the temperature began to moderate in that harsh climate, 
and the sun, rising earlier in the morning, announced the imminent re­
turn of summer, Summy Skim would get ready to leave the house on 
Jacques Cartier Street, although he had never persuaded his cousin to 
return to rural living so early in the year. He would go to their farm at 
Green Valley, some twenty miles north of Montreal on the north shore of 
the St. Lawrence River. There he would resume the country life that had 
been interrupted by the rigors of winter, which covered all the streams 
WITH�ICE�AND�THE�lELDS�WITH�A�THICK�BLANKET�OF�SNOW��(E�WOULD�BE�BACK� 
among his farmers, honest folk who had been in the family’s service for 
half a century. How could they not feel a sincere affection and an unfail­
ing devotion to a kind and generous master, who was always eager to do 
A�FAVOR��EVEN�AT�CONSIDERABLE�PERSONAL�SACRIlCE��4HERE�WERE�MANY�DEM­
onstrations of joy when he arrived and many expressions of regret when 
it came time for him to leave. 

Year after year, the property at Green Valley brought in about twenty 
thousand francs, which the cousins shared, because the estate, like the 
house in Montreal, was owned jointly. A large-scale farming operation 
was carried on since the soil produced good crops of fodder and grains. 
The income derived from this supplemented what was provided by the 
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