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Book Synopsis:
This translation brings to life a brilliant woman ahead 
of her time while also raising questions—about North 
African history, colonialism, gender representation, and 
writing—that resonate in our day. 
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Book Description

Born in 1877 in Geneva, Switzerland, Isabelle Eberhardt became a rebel at an early age. She dressed like a 
man so she could have access to areas forbidden to women, smoked in public, and scandalized Genevan 
society. Already multilingual (French, German, and Russian), she began studying Arabic language and 
Islamic culture and eventually converted to Islam and joined a Qadiriyya Sufi brotherhood. Eberhardt 
traveled throughout North Africa and wrote about her experiences in short stories, journals, and 
reflections. She married an Algerian and led a legendary and stormy life that included subversive political 
anarchism, the mysticism of Islam, numerous love affairs, and most importantly, writing unmatched by 
her contemporaries. 
     Writings from the Sand, Volume 1, at once the document of a remarkable life and a literary treasure, 
appears here in English for the first time. Volume 1, including journals, diary entries, and observations of 
life in North Africa, offers a view of the culture and people of French Algeria rarely seen by outsiders—the 
peasants, prostitutes, mystics, criminals, and other marginalized members of a colonized society. This 
translation brings to life a brilliant woman ahead of her time while also raising questions—about North 
African history, colonialism, gender representation, and writing—that resonate in our day. 

Post-Publication Praise

Please visit this book’s web page (http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Writings-from-the-Sand-
Volume-1,674983.aspx) for the most current post-publication praise.
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Biographies

Melissa Marcus is professor emerita of French at Northern Arizona University. She is the translator of 
Fawzia Assaad’s Layla, An Egyptian Woman and Malika Mokeddem’s The Forbidden Woman (Nebraska, 1998). 

Isabelle Eberhardt (1877–1904) died at the age of twenty-seven in a flash flood in the desert town of Aïn 
Sefra, Algeria.

Additional Information

Events
For an up-to-date listing of author appearances, visit the Author Events and Book Signings page on the 
unp website at: http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/Catalog/ProductEvents.aspx

Blog & Facebook
For lively discussion, notable book reviews, and occasional podcasts of unp titles, check out our blog 
and visit us on Facebook:
http://www.nebraskapress.typepad.com
http://www.facebook.com/NebraskaPress

Book Web Page
Visit this book’s web page: 
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Writings-from-the-Sand-Volume-1,674983.aspx

Review Copies, Image Requests, Author Interviews, & Excerpts
If you would like to receive a review copy, request a book cover image or author photograph, schedule an 
author interview, or obtain more information regarding publishing an excerpt, contact mpress@unl.edu.

Examination Copies
If you are an instructor and are interested in requesting an examination copy, please send your request to 
cpress2@unl.edu.
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