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Book Synopsis:
Winner of the Prairie Schooner Book Prize in Fiction, 
Greg Hrbek’s Destroy All Monsters, and Other Stories is a 
collection that explores what it means to be human—
and inhuman. These ten stories have won an array of 
honors—and whether set in the historical past or in 
a speculative future, each is wildly imaginative and 
shockingly real.
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Book Description

Winner of the Prairie Schooner Book Prize in Fiction, Greg Hrbek’s Destroy All Monsters, and Other Stories is 
a collection that explores what it means to be human—and inhuman. These ten stories have won an array 
of honors—and whether set in the historical past or in a speculative future, each is wildly imaginative and 
shockingly real.
  In “Sagittarius,” selected for The Best American Short Stories, a mother and father search a dark forest 
for their missing newborn, who is either a child with profound birth defects or a miraculous creature. 
In “False Positive,” a ghostly girl visits her biological father ten years after being aborted in utero. In 

“Bereavement,” a marriage is falling apart following a child’s accidental death, but a combination of myth 
and technology provides hope for a second life. Fantastic, horrific, painfully familiar, these stories are the 
work of a consummate storyteller.

Pre-Publication Praise

“Each story in this spellbinding collection hovers on the threshold of the impossible, the place where our 
most basic fears and desires as mothers and fathers and children get turned into something so new and 
startling the sight of it can change you forever. These are dark stories, but at the heart of their darkness 
there is perfect, irresistible radiance.” —Kathryn Davis, author of The Thin Place 

“These are unsettling but strangely moving stories written under the sign of Terror—about freaks of 
nature (centaurs, mermaids), about the terror of war (Hiroshima, a dystopian disaster of the future), 
about subteen suicides, about the invasion of Saipan, about an eleven-year-old criminal on death row. . 

. . Hrbek is a gifted narrator who moves with stealth and swiftness toward his violent fictional goals. He 
belongs in the same league as Judy Budnitz and Gary Shteyngart—young visionaries who have seen the 
future and know its hell.”—Edmund White, author of A Boy’s Own Story

Post-Publication Praise

Please visit this book’s web page (http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Destroy-All-Monsters-and-
Other-Stories,674861.aspx) for the most current post-publication praise.
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Author Biography

Greg Hrbek is the author of The Hindenburg Crashes Nightly, which won the James Jones 
First Novel Award. His short stories have appeared in Harper’s Magazine, Conjunctions, 
and Black Warrior Review and have been short-listed for the O. Henry Prize and the 
Bridport Prize. He lives in Saratoga Springs, New York.

Additional Information

Events
For an up-to-date listing of author appearances, visit the Author Events and Book Signings page on the 
unp website at: http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/Catalog/ProductEvents.aspx

Blog & Facebook
For lively discussion, notable book reviews, and occasional podcasts of unp titles, check out our blog 
and visit us on Facebook:
http://www.nebraskapress.typepad.com
http://www.facebook.com/NebraskaPress

Book Web Page
Visit this book’s web page: 
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Destroy-All-Monsters-and-Other-Stories,674861.aspx

Review Copies, Image Requests, Author Interviews, & Excerpts
If you would like to receive a review copy, request a book cover image or author photograph, schedule an 
author interview, or obtain more information regarding publishing an excerpt, contact mpress@unl.edu.

Examination Copies
If you are an instructor and are interested in requesting an examination copy, please send your request to 
cpress2@unl.edu.
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