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Book Synopsis:
Paul A. Johnsgard has spent nearly a half century 
observing cranes, from a yearly foray to Nebraska’s 
Platte River valley to see the spring migration, to 
pilgrimages to the birds’ wintering grounds in 
Arizona and nesting territory in Alaska. In this book 
he draws from his own extensive experience as well as 
the latest science to offer a richly detailed and deeply 
felt account of the ecology of sandhill and whooping 
cranes and the wetlands in which they live.Included in this Press Kit:
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Book Description

Driving west from Lincoln to Grand Island, Nebraska, Paul A. Johnsgard remarks, is like driving 
backward in time. “I suspect,” he says, “that the migrating cranes of a pre–ice age period some ten 
million years ago would fully understand every nuance of the crane conversation going on today along the 
Platte.” 
  Johnsgard has spent nearly a half century observing cranes, from a yearly foray to Nebraska’s Platte 
River valley to see the spring migration, to pilgrimages to the birds’ wintering grounds in Arizona and 
nesting territory in Alaska. In this book he draws from his own extensive experience as well as the latest 
science to offer a richly detailed and deeply felt account of the ecology of sandhill and whooping cranes 
and the wetlands in which they live.
  Incorporating current information on changing migration patterns, population trends, and breeding 
ranges, Johnsgard explains the life cycle of the crane, as well as the significance of these species to our 
natural world. He also writes frankly of the uncertain future of these majestic birds, as cranes and their 
habitats face the effects of climate change and increasing human population pressures. Illustrated with 
the author’s own ink drawings and containing a detailed guide to crane-viewing sites in the United States 
and Canada, this book is at once an invaluable reference and an eloquent testimony to how much these 
birds truly mean.

Pre-Publication Praise

“In keeping with his long and fascinating series of books about birds, Paul Johnsgard captures the drama 
of the greatest gathering of cranes on earth—the flocking in early spring of more than a half million 
sandhill cranes along the Platte River, Nebraska. This charming volume transmits that special magic 
when the cranes, springtime, and the river all meet on the Great Plains in the heart of North America.”  

—George Archibald, cofounder of the International Crane Foundation 

Post-Publication Praise

Please visit this book’s web page (http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Sandhill-and-Whooping-
Cranes,674784.aspx) for the most current post-publication praise.
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Author Biography

Paul A. Johnsgard is Foundation Regents Professor Emeritus in the School of Biological Sciences at the 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln. He is the author of more than fifty books on natural history, including 
Crane Music: A Natural History of American Cranes and Those of the Gray Wind: The Sandhill Cranes, both available 
in Bison Books editions. 

Additional Information

Events
For an up-to-date listing of author appearances, visit the Author Events and Book Signings page on the 
unp website at: http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/Catalog/ProductEvents.aspx?SearchOnLoad=true 

Blog
For lively discussion, notable book reviews, and occasional podcasts of unp titles, check out our blog at: 
http://www.nebraskapress.typepad.com

Book Web Page
Visit this book’s web page at: http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Sandhill-and-Whooping-
Cranes,674784.aspx

Review Copies, Image Requests, Author Interviews, & Excerpts
If you would like to receive a review copy, request a book cover image or author photograph, schedule an 
author interview, or obtain more information regarding publishing an excerpt, contact mpress@unl.edu.

Examination Copies
If you are an instructor and are interested in requesting an examination copy, please send your request to 
cpress2@unl.edu.
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