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Book Synopsis:

A lifelong Alaskan, Steve Kahn moved at the age of nine
from the “metropolis” of Anchorage to the foothills of
the Chugach Mountains. A childhood of berry picking,
fishing, and hunting led to a life as a big-game guide.
When he wasn’t guiding in the spring and fall, he
worked as a commercial fisherman and earned his
pilot’s license, pursuits that took him to the far reaches
of the Alaskan wilderness. He lived through some of
the most important moments of the state’s history: the
1964 earthquake (the most powerful in U.S. history),
the Farewell Burn wildfire, the last king crab season

in Kodiak Island waters, the Exxon Valdez oil spill and
cleanup, even the far-reaching effects of the g/1r attacks.

OUTDOOR LIVES SERIES

Watch The Hard Way Home book trailer
on YouTube!

Nebiaska

Lincoln

1111 Lincoln Mall | Lincoln, NE 68588-0630 | 402-472-3581 | www.nebraskapress.unl.edu 1



http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu
http://www.unl.edu
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Hard-Way-Home,674644.aspx
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/Catalog/ProductSearch.aspx?ExtendedSearch=false&SearchOnLoad=true&rhl=Outdoor+Lives&sj=794&rhdcid=794
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4ngWSP9JSBA

Book Description

A lifelong Alaskan, Steve Kahn moved at the age of nine from the “metropolis” of Anchorage to the
foothills of the Chugach Mountains. A childhood of berry picking, fishing, and hunting led to a life as a
big-game guide. When he wasn’t guiding in the spring and fall, he worked as a commercial fisherman
and earned his pilot’s license, pursuits that took him to the far reaches of the Alaskan wilderness. He
lived through some of the most important moments of the state’s history: the 1964 earthquake (the most
powerful in U.S. history), the Farewell Burn wildfire, the last king crab season in Kodiak Island waters,
the Exxon Valdez oil spill and cleanup, even the far-reaching effects of the g/1r attacks.

The landscape of the essays in The Hard Way Home extends from the tip of Admiralty Island in the
southeast to the Teocalli Mountains of the interior, from the windswept Alaska Peninsula to the author’s
present home on Lake Clark. These essays offer a view of Alaska that is at once introspective and
adventurous. Here we find the state’s plants, animals, people, geography, politics, and culture considered
from an intimate perspective, leading to hard-earned lessons about conservation, sustainability, and
living well. Ever the irrepressible guide, Kahn invites readers to share his experiences and discoveries and
to consider questions about a place, and a life, that are disappearing.

Pre-Publication Praise

“These stories are quietly powerful, adventure without braggadocio and with real insight—and they’re a
powerful reminder of how lucky we are to have Alaska!”—Bill McKibben, author of Eaarth: Making a Life
on a Tough New Planet

“Interweaving action and introspection, epiphanies and ethics, adventure and homecoming, Kahn charts
both the geography of Alaska’s outdoors and the interior landscape of a thoughtful man learning to live
with appreciation and respect for all life.”—Gary Holthaus, author of Learning Native Wisdom

Post-Publication Praise

Please visit this book’s web page (http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Hard-Way-Home,674644.
aspx) for the most current post-publication praise.

Author Biography

Steve Kahn is a lifelong Alaskan and former hunting guide who lives a subsistence-
based lifestyle on Lake Clark near Port Alsworth, Alaska. He is a contributor to the
anthologies Wild Moments: Adventures with Animals of the North and Crosscurrents North:

| Alaskans on the Environment.
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Additional Information

Events
For an up-to-date listing of author appearances, visit the Author Events and Book Signings page on the
UNP website at: http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/Catalog/ProductEvents.aspx?SearchOnLoad=true

Blog
For lively discussion, notable book reviews, and occasional podcasts of UNP titles, check out our blog at:
http://[www.nebraskapress.typepad.com

Book Web Page
Visit this book’s web page at:
http://[www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Hard-Way-Home, 674644.aspx

Review Copies, Image Requests, Author Interviews, & Excerpts
If you would like to receive a review copy, request a book cover image or author photograph, schedule an
author interview, or obtain more information regarding publishing an excerpt, contact mpress@unl.edu.

Examination Copies
If you are an instructor and are interested in requesting an examination copy, please send your request to

cpress2@unl.edu.
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