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Book Synopsis:
There is nothing particularly noteworthy about an 
Easter turkey. But when the turkey is stark white and 
appears on Easter Sunday on the doorstep of a Lakota 
medicine woman and her teenage granddaughter, it 
is clearly out of the ordinary. Taking turns, Stella and 
her grandmother, Hazel Latour, tell the story of what 
follows as the mysterious turkey stirs up discord on 
the reservation, where some greet it as wakan, holy 
and sacred because of its coloring and timing, and 
others dismiss it as inexplicable but unimportant, 
while a less reputable local healer views it as a clear 
challenge to his standing.
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Book Description

There is nothing particularly noteworthy about an Easter turkey. But when the turkey is stark white and 
appears on Easter Sunday on the doorstep of a Lakota medicine woman and her teenage granddaughter, 
it is clearly out of the ordinary. Taking turns, Stella and her grandmother, Hazel Latour, tell the story of 
what follows as the mysterious turkey stirs up discord on the reservation, where some greet it as wakan, 
holy and sacred because of its coloring and timing, and others dismiss it as inexplicable but unimportant, 
while a less reputable local healer views it as a clear challenge to his standing.
  A tour de force of storytelling, The Sacred White Turkey is at once remarkably entertaining, rich with 
suspense and humor, and deeply philosophical, exploring questions of spirituality and power, abuse and 
trickery, all within a framework that embraces both Native and Catholic traditions. As the Latours find 
themselves the target of escalating violence, embroiled in a bia leasing scandal, and witnesses to a turkey 
crucifixion, readers will find themselves thoroughly engaged in the unfolding mystery and meaning of 
the sacred white turkey.

Praise for Frances Washburn’s previous novel, Elsie’s Business

“A haunting debut.”—Booklist

“Washburn writes the truest Native American novel. Though she rejects the typical Native subject matter, 
the structure of her story embraces the deepest Native traditions in their oblique approach to ‘truth.’”

—Review of Contemporary Fiction
 

“An outstanding, original, engaging narrative of a Native community and survivance.”—Gerald Vizenor, 
author of Native Liberty: Natural Reason and Cultural Survivance

Post-Publication Praise

Please visit this book’s web page (http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Sacred-White-
Turkey,674587.aspx) for the most current post-publication praise.

Author Biography

Frances Washburn is an assistant professor of American Indian studies and 
English at the University of Arizona. She is the author of Elsie’s Business, available  
in a Bison Books edition.
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Additional Information

Events
For an up-to-date listing of author appearances, visit the Author Events and Book Signings page on the 
unp website at: http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/Catalog/ProductEvents.aspx?SearchOnLoad=true 

Blog
For lively discussion, notable book reviews, and occasional podcasts of unp titles, check out our blog at: 
http://www.nebraskapress.typepad.com

Book Web Page
Visit this book’s web page at: 
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/Sacred-White-Turkey,674587.aspx

Review Copies, Image Requests, Author Interviews, & Excerpts
If you would like to receive a review copy, request a book cover image or author photograph, schedule an 
author interview, or obtain more information regarding publishing an excerpt, contact mpress@unl.edu.

Examination Copies
If you are an instructor and are interested in requesting an examination copy, please send your request to 
cpress2@unl.edu.
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